Greetings Sherman Families and Community:
PTSA: HELP NEEDED!
The PTSA is hosting an Art Walk fundraiser on March 23rd and 24th. They are looking for volunteers to assist with creating classroom art projects. If you’re interested please contact Kate Pearson or Danielle Gunns! You can contact them via e-mail @ kati_d22@hotmail.com  and danielle.e.gunns@gmail.com.
BEYOND THE BELL: 
Metro Parks is currently looking for coaches for our Beyond the Bell program. I was hoping you could spread the word to your faculty in the hopes of finding interested parties to help coach! They would coach two nights a week, either Monday/Wednesday or Tuesday/Thursday, with games being played on Saturday’s. The season runs from March 7th until April 22nd. The more coaches we are able to recruit, the more children that will be able to participate!
General info about the coaching opportunity and link to sign up is here: Flag Football Coaching Form.  Please sign up if you are interested so that Metro Parks has all of your information.  Feel free to contact Bryce Olson bryce.olson@tacomaparks.com with any questions you may have.
COVID-19 TESTS:
All of our students will receive two free COVID-19 tests. The tests are voluntary and will go home with students on Tuesday, Jan. 25.  These tests are intended to support the health and safety of our community by providing results at home, as soon as symptoms are detected.  A positive result from the iHealth tests can be used to calculate a student’s isolation period and determine when then can return to school. Students who test positive for COVID-19 must isolate at home for at least five full days, regardless of their vaccination status. However, iHealth is not a lab-verified test, so it can’t be used to shorten the quarantine period of someone who is identified as a close contact to a COVID-positive person. TPS is working with health authorities for updated guidance on this topic.  All staff will receive iHealth tests as well. 
Get more information on our website at tacompublicschools.org  
HIRING!
The school district continues to offer $250 to $5,000 hiring bonuses to fill key positions, like nurses, LPNs, bus drivers, paraeducators and bus monitors. We are also looking for emergency substitute teachers and have changed the requirements so more people are temporarily eligible. Substitute pay has also increased to $200 per day. Find out more about job openings and hiring bonuses on our website. 
VACCINATION OPPORTUNITIES:
Tacoma Public Schools invites our students (5+), their families, and school staff and their families, to get a free COVID-19 vaccine or booster shot at upcoming clinics at a TPS site.
Boosters are for those 12 and older. No appointment is required.
Get locations and dates

Changes to K-12 isolation and quarantine guidance
The state Department of Health and the Tacoma-Pierce County Health Department recently recommended changes to COVID-19 guidelines, including reducing the number of isolation and quarantine days.
Get more information
Help TPS support student success
How can we best support your student's academic success? TPS is working to strengthen partnerships between schools and families in order to help children perform better in school.  Please consider participating in the short survey below. Your interests will help guide the district's family engagement activities.  Complete the survey
Students can create their own Rainiers’ jersey design
Tacoma Public Schools is teaming up with the Tacoma Rainiers to host a jersey design contest for students in grades 3 to 8. The Rainiers ask students to submit unique jersey designs to show what they love about Tacoma. Designers should use the Rainiers’ jersey template and submit all contest entries by Feb. 1.  Use this jersey template
DISTRICT-WIDE SPIRIT DAY:
Friday, Jan. 28 is Wacky Sock Spirit Day in all Tacoma Public Schools.  Students and staff are encouraged to wear wacky or mis-matched socks. District spirit days like this are a chance for students and staff to have little fun, be silly and learn about each other, creating a sense of belonging and cultivating strong relationships. I’ll be wearing mine! 
Have a great week!
Sincerely,
Christian Jordan
Principal
Sherman STEAM Elementary

